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„Used clothes: Why is wordwide demand declining?“
Kim Gittleson, bbc business correspondent, London, 31.01.2018

“What is the future of used clothing now that no one wants our used clothes anymore? 
Pity today's clothes. Like unloved toys, they're being worn less often than ever.”



Julia Breidenstein, 09.05.2019, Ravenna

Why is wordwide demand declining?

- Because prices for new clothes are going down?

- Because people around the world have more money now?
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Why is it declining?

Why - Is it declining?
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Graphic published by BBC,
until 2016:

Graphic based on own research at 
the UN Comtrade database,
until 2017:
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The 4 main exporting regions



By volume
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By value

(Mio. USD)
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Facts and statistics

from the world market of

other goods
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New 

clothes
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New 

clothes
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All 

goods
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Pictures and facts

from real life in Asia
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Korea
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Korea
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Shenzhen,

China
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Facts and figures

from real life in the USA
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Facts and figures

from real life in Europe
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EU-28

not able to afford

new clothes

-

women and men

ec.europa.eu/eurostat (2014)
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ec.europa.eu/eurostat

% not able

to afford new clothes

– by country
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% not able to afford

new clothes

- by gender and age

ec.europa.eu/eurostat
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Households

with children
not able to replace

worn-out clothes by new

ec.europa.eu/eurostat
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Thank you very much!


